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(AARAS—LHEHP LY)
The Statement to Request Immediate Release of Mr. Govinda Prasad Mainali
June 28, 2000
The Japan Nepal Society
President, Eiji Yamamoto

The Japan Nepal Society was established with the objective of deepening understanding
between Nepal and Japan, thus, contributing to the promotion of goodwill and friendship
between the two countries.

Mr. Govinda Prasad Mainali , a citizen of Nepal, was charged with the murder of a female
electric company employee in May, 1997. He remained in detention for the duration of the
trial; a period of more than 3 years. On April 14, 2000, Mr. Mainali was acquitted by the
Tokyo District Court ; the judge citing lack of decisive evidence for its ruling. The Tokyo
District Public Prosecutors’ Office filed an appeal with the Tokyo High Court requesting a
reversal of the District Court decision and recommending Mr. Mainali’s detention during
the appeal process. The court complied to the prosecutors’ request , and on May 8, 2000,
Mr. Mainali was again detained and remains in detention after 2 months.

We, the Japan Nepal Society, based on the decision of the Board of Directors meeting held
on June 16, 2000, issue this statement to demand that, fair and appropriate measures be
taken according to the spirit of international human rights law ( the International Covenant
of Civil and Political Rights), and as required by the Constitution of Japan , and that Mr.
Govinda Prasad Mainali. be released immediately.

The fact that Mr. Mainali was detained again prior to a hearing of intermediate appeal, and
after he was acquitted at the first trial, has raised harsh international criticism. The
international human rights organization, Amnesty International, has issued a statement
saying that “Mr. Mainali’s detention is in contravention of his rights under Japanese law
(the Code of Criminal Procedure).” This case has also been widely reported by the mass
communication media in Nepal.

We, the Japan Nepal Society , believe that the “not guilty” verdict handed down by the
Tokyo District Court after 3 years at trial must be fully respected. We find it
unconscionable to accept the Tokyo High Court’s decision ordering Mr. Mainali’s renewed
detention on the grounds that ”” a reasonable suspicion exists that he committed a crime,”



when earlier requests from the prosecutors were rejected by both the District Court and the
High Court

We the Japan Nepal Society, believe that the High Court ‘s re-detention of Mr. Mainali
represents discrimination against foreign nationals in its most severe form. Further, we
believe that the Court’s action negatively impacts the wide range efforts of both the
government and the people who are participating in international communication and
assistance activities in various fields. We also feel that this decision might be interpreted as
a betrayal of the friendship and expectations shown by nations such as Nepal, that place
importance on the role of Japan in this age of increased globalization. With this in mind, we,
the Japan Nepal Society, regard the outcome of this case with grave interest, and, at the
same time, request this extremely abnormal judiciary condition be normalized as soon as
possible and that Mr. Govinda Prasad Mainali's human rights be recovered without further
delay.

(The Japan Nepal Society, Home Page)
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