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THE RATIONALE FOR THE KINGSHIP IN NEPAL (1996)

MASAYUKI TANIGAWA

1. Nepalese King and Japanese Emperor

The Nepalese monarchical system is an.exceptional theme being discussed by
Japanese constitutional lawyers who had.paid.little attention.to the Nepalese
constitution.and.politics so far. Since the promulgation.of the Japanese constitution.in
1946, the Emperor has been.one of the biggest constitutional puzzles among Japanese
intellectuals. They have studied.the Emperor by using comparative as well as

historical and.theoretical methods. The Emperor has been.compared with.the Kings
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(Queens) of Britain,Belgium, Norway and.so on. The Nepalese King has been.among
them. Takeshi Ebara allotted.one chapter to the Nepalese monarchy in.his voluminous
book, AComparative Constitutional Study on.Monarchy (1969). Many other studies
on.the Emperor also refer to the Nepalese King. For Japanese scholars, the monarchy

is the most interesting part of the Nepalese constitution.

For Nepalese scholars too, the Nepalese monarchy is undoubtedly regarded.as one of
the most important political institutions enshrined.in.the constitution. Nepalese
politics is much.influenced.by interpretations of the King’ s function. If He has the right
to nominate the prime minister, the Houses (the House of Representatives and.the
National Assembly) will be weaker. If not, theywill be stronger and.He is likely to

become a mere symbol. The King is still a big factor in.Nepalese politics.

Here, I would.like to verify the Nepalese King’ s functions according to the
constitution.of 1990, compare them with.the Japanese Emperor’ s and finally point out
the reason.for the King in.Nepal. Although.both.the King and.the Emperor must be
studied.from a wider cultural point of view, |

cannot help.limiting the study to a comparative study of their functions sanctioned.by

the respective written.constitutions.

2. The King as a Symbol
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